Under the patronage of H.E. Shaikh Mohammed bin Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, Minister of Oil, Bahrain

6TH EDITION

13 - 14 March 2019
ART Rotana, Amwaj Islands,
Bahrain

The only event of its kind in the region, the GPCA Research and
Innovation Summit serves as a platform to discuss ways and
means for creating a culture of innovation within the regional chemical
industry. The summit offers delegates the opportunity to network with
like-minded professionals and learn about the requisites of and
positive impact that research and innovation can bring to their
business, in specific, and the industry, in general.
The event continues to create awareness of the key role of research
and innovation as a strategic business pillar and focuses on

promoting the benefits of R&D and technology management.
The 6th edition of the GPCA Research and Innovation Summit will provide
opportunities to learn about and discuss best practices on how to overcome the
challenges research and innovation face in the digital age.
GPCA R&I Summit has widely been praised for providing the needed platform to
build strong understanding of R&I in the region which is seen as the key area of
strategic development for the industry. The first edition of the R&I Summit was held
in 2013.

Key speakers include:
Dr. Moayyed Al-Qurtas

Abdulaziz Al-Judaimi

Dan McCarthy

Chairman, Research and
Innovation Committee, GPCA

SVP Downstream, 		
Saudi Aramco

EVP, McDermott –
Lummus Technology

Dr. Maurits van Tol

Dr. Thorsten Loehl

Eckard Eberle

VP, Innovation, Borouge

CEO, Process Automation,
Siemens AG

SVP, Innovation and 		
Technology, Borealis

Sponsors

PLATINUM

GOLD

ASSOCIATE SPONSORS

Register now!
www.gpcaresearch.com |

sales@gpca.org.ae |

+971 4 451 0666 ext. 122/ 125

Join us for the 6th GPCA Research and Innovation Summit
The 6th GPCA Research and Innovation Summit will be held
under the theme ‘R&I in the Digital Age’ under the patronage
of H.E. Shaikh Mohammed bin Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa,
Minister of Oil, Bahrain at ART Rotana, Amwaj Islands, Bahrain,
on 13-14 March 2019.
The business world today has become more volatile, uncertain, complex, and ambiguous than ever. Numerous changes are taking place driven by global megaforces such
as globalization, digitalization, commoditization of knowledge and many more. How
can companies overcome these challenges? The answer simply lies in innovation. By
embracing new steps that lead to transformation and generate greater value, whether it
is developing new markets, creating new business models or inventing new products,
Research and Innovation (R&I) is a strategic imperative to stay competitive in this highly
dynamic market.
Now in its 6th edition, the GPCA Research and Innovation Summit will aim to provide
answers to these critical questions. Regional and international experts, thought leaders
and leading academics will share their insight on how companies are embracing the
opportunities afforded by digitalization and how the Arabian Gulf’s petrochemical

products create value and drive efficiencies now and in the future. Some of the key
topics to be examined in more depth include oil/gas-based performance polymers and
the oil-to-chemicals breakthrough technology.
Day one will start with a focused session on the oil-to-chemicals technology from a R&D
perspective. It will be followed by sessions and case studies on digitalization and its
impact on research and innovation in the chemical industry. In particular, technologies
such as Artificial Intelligence and Process Control 2.0 will be showcased.
Day two will begin with the spotlight being firmly on the fast growing domain of
performance chemicals and their contribution towards value creation and sustainable
societal progress. The program will conclude with a case study session where success
stories on technology implementation relevant to the GCC will be showcased.
By attending the 6th GPCA R&I Summit you can expand your network, meet with key
stakeholders from industry, academia, government and technology providers, engage
in meaningful discussions and connect with key players from around the globe to form
new partnerships.

Key topics

Oil-to-chemicals –
breakthrough in production of
petrochemicals

Digitalization of R&I in the
petrochemical industry

Digitalization in the
chemical industry

Performance polymers
driving value and efficiency

Technology implementation
relevant for the Gulf region

Who should attend?

Download GPCA Conferences app

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• Create a profile, connect
with delegates and arrange a
meeting

Petrochemical producers
Converters
Governments and local authorities
Technology providers
Research organizations
Equipment manufacturers
Brand owners
Consultants
Funding agencies/bodies
Academics/Post graduate students
Research organizations based outside of the Arabian Gulf

• Receive events’ updates and
gain access to all social media
channels

Register now!
www.gpcaresearch.com |

sales@gpca.org.ae |

+971 4 451 0666 ext. 122/ 125

2018 attendees:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Addivant Global Technology
ADNOC
ADNOC Refining
Al Bayan
Applied Science University
Bloomberg
Borealis
Borouge
Carnegie Mellon University
CBA, UBT
Chemspeed Technologies AG
Chevron Phillips
Clarivate Analytics
Dennemeyer & Associates
Dhahran Techno-Valley Company
DMS
DOW Chemicals
Emerald Technology Ventures
EQUATE
Everspring Middle East WLL
Evonik Industries
GPIC
Gulf Stabilizer Industries

• Gulf Strategy Est. for Commercial
Services
• Honeywell UOP
• IBM GBS (Chemical & Petroleum)
• Industrial Innovation Centre
• KACST
• KAU
• KAUST
• KFUPM
• King Saud University
• Kingdom University
• KPMG
• Kuwait University
• Milliken & Company
• Milliken Europe
• NIOST LLC
• Orpic
• Petrochemicals & Refining
• PIC
• SABIC
• SABIC, Dubai
• Sahara PCC
• Sankyu Saudi Arabia

What do people say about
the GPCA R&I Summit?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Saudi Aramco
Sipchem
Society of Plastics Engineers (SPE)
TASNEE
The American University in Cairo
(AUC)
The CEO magazine
thyssenkrupp
thyssenkrupp Uhde Chlorine
Engineers GmbH
UAE News 247
University of Leeds
UOP Middle East Company

“The GPCA Research and Innovation Summit has
continued to expand and flourish since its inception.
The informaiton exchange is phenomenal.
The speakers and networking are exceptional.”
Ahmad Al-Ohali
CEO and Vice Chairman, Sipchem

“This was another successful edition of the GPCA
Research and Innovation Summit bringing vital
knowledge to the region and encouraging the
development of innovation.”

“It has been remarkable to see attendance grow
year on year which serves as a proof of the
summit’s growing reputation, added value and
relevance for its audience.”

Engr. Saleh Bahamdan
CEO, Sahara Petrochemicals Company

Ernesto Occhiello
EVP Specialties Strategic Business Unit, SABIC

2019 speakers
• Dr. Moayyed Al-Qurtas
Chairman, Research and
Innovation Committee, GPCA
• Abdulaziz Al-Judaimi
SVP Downstream, Saudi Aramco
• Dr. Maurits van Tol
SVP, Innovation and Technology,
Borealis
• Dr. Thorsten Loehl			
VP, Innovation, Borouge
• Eckard Eberle 			
CEO, Process Automation,
Siemens AG

• Yahya Mahmoud			
Industry Leader ME, Africa, Turkey, IBM

• Justus Jansz			
MD, Expertise Beyond Borders

• Dr. Feraih Alenazey		
Energy Research Institute, KACST

• Dr. Rolf Güller			
CEO, Chemspeed

• Dr. Ujjal Mukherjee			
VP, Technology, McDermott International

• Munif Al-Munif		
Director, Global Tech PE, SABIC

• Dr. Amiraa Abo-Hamdan		
VP Materials Science, Chemspeed

• Dr. Joachim von Heimburg		
Innovation Architect, jvhinnovation LLC

• Dr. Kalifikh Al Hajeri		
VP, Speciality Polymers, Borouge

• Paige Morse			
Industry Marketing Director, 		
Aspen Techology

• Dr. Robert P. Hodgkins		
Senior Scientist, Refining and Upgrading
Division, Research and Development
Center, Saudi Aramco

• Dr. Abdulwahab Al-Sadoun		
Secretary General, GPCA

• Rasool Barouni			
Product Line Leader, Honeywell

• Camilo Delfino		
Scientist/Research Engineer, Polymer
Technology, Sipchem

Program
Day 1: Wednesday, 13 March 2019

Day 2: Thursday, 14 March 2019

08:00 – 09:00

Registration and welcome coffee

08:00 – 09:00

Registration and welcome coffee

09:00 – 09:15

Welcome, agenda and technical information
Dr. Joachim von Heimburg, Innovation Architect,
jvhinnovation LLC

09:00 – 09:20

Opening remarks
Dr. Thorsten Loehl, VP, Innovation, Borouge

09:15 – 09:45

Opening remarks – Vision and context of the summit
Dr. Moayyed Al-Qurtas, Chairman, Research and
Innovation Committee, GPCA

09:20 – 09:50

Sustainability: Spurring new paradigms in the chemicals
industry
Justus Jansz, MD, Expertise Beyond Borders

09:50 – 10:20

Performance chemicals: Key enablers for value creation
and sustainable societal process
Dr. Maurits van Tol, SVP, Innovation and Technology,
Borealis

10:20 – 10:50

Managing plastic waste and carbon footprint
challenges: R&I for a sustainable industry
investment portfolio

10:50 – 11:20

Panel discussion and Q&A

11:20 – 12:00

Networking break

Keynote session: Oil-to-chemicals – Breakthrough in production of
petrochemicals
09:45 – 10:45

10:45 – 11:15

Research and innovation drive Saudi Aramco’s
downstream integration
Abdulaziz Al-Judaimi, SVP Downstream, Saudi Aramco
Panel discussion with presenters
Dan McCarthy, EVP, McDermott – Lummus Technology
Moderated by: Dr. Moayyed Al-Qurtas, Chairman,
Research and Innovation Committee, GPCA
Networking break

Session 2: Transforming R&I through technology
11:15 – 11:45

Digitalization of R&I in the petrochemical industry
Eckard Eberle, CEO, Process Automation, Siemens AG

11:45 – 12:15

Artificial intelligence innovations for chemicals
Yahya Mahmoud, Industry Leader ME, Africa, Turkey, IBM

12:15 – 12:45

Panel discussion and Q&A

12:45 – 14:45

Networking lunch and prayer

Session 4: Performance chemicals

Session 5: Case studies on technology implementation relevant for the
Gulf region
12:00 – 12:20

Innovations in catalysts and processes for refining
applications
Dr. Ujjal Mukherjee, VP, Technology, McDermott
International

12:20 – 12:40

Hydro-dearylation: Upgrading low-value aromatics
Dr. Robert P. Hodgkins, Senior Scientist, Refining and
Upgrading Division, Research and Development Center,
Saudi Aramco

12:40 – 13:00

Developing local solutions to support the downstream
industry
Camilo Delfino, Scientist/Research Engineer, Polymer
Technology, Sipchem

13:00 – 13:20

Application of solid oxide fuel cell technology for power
generation in KSA
Dr. Feraih Alenazey, Energy Research Institute, KACST

Sponsored by:

Session 3: Case studies of digitalization in the chemical industry in
participative format
14:45 – 16:45

Gamification of R&D in the digital age
Dr. Rolf Güller, CEO, Chemspeed
Group activity: Gamification of R&D in the digital age
Dr. Rolf Güller, CEO, Chemspeed
Dr. Amiraa Abo-Hamdan, VP Materials Science,
Chemspeed

13:20 – 13:40

Group activity: Opportunity for improved quality and cost
Paige Morse, Industry Marketing Director,
Aspen Techology

Borlink – a versatile technology platform enabling
efficient energy transfer
Dr. Kalifikh Al Hajeri, VP, Speciality Polymers, Borouge

13:40 – 14:00

Group activity: Next generation process modelling –
utilizing digital twins
Rasool Barouni, Product Line Leader, Honeywell

PE differentiation using gas phase m-LLDPE and
Nexlene products
Munif Al-Munif, Director, Global Tech PE, SABIC

14:00 – 14:20

Panel discussion and Q&A

16:45 – 17:00

Panel discussion and Q&A

14:20 – 14:30

17:00 – 17:15

Summary of day one and outlook on day two’s program
Dr. Joachim von Heimburg, Innovation Architect,
jvhinnovation LLC

Closing address
Dr. Abdulwahab Al-Sadoun, Secretary General, GPCA

14:30 – 16:00

Networking lunch and prayer

19:00 – 21:00

Gala dinner and awards
Sponsored by:

Sponsored by:

*Please note the speakers and topics were confirmed at the time of publishing; however, circumstances
beyond the control of the organizers may necessitate substitutions,
alterations or cancellations of the speakers and/or topic.

Make the best out of your trip to Bahrain this March!
For the second year in a row, the 6th Research and Innovation Summit and 10th GPCA PlastiCon will be co-located and
co-timed in the same week and venue. Do not miss the opportunity to receive a special rate for attending both events.
To find out more, contact GPCA’s sales team at sales@gpca.org.ae

Location and venue
ART Rotana, Amwaj Islands, Bahrain
ART Rotana is located in Amwaj Islands, a
group of man-made islands in the northeast
region in Bahrain and only few minutes’ drive
from Bahrain International Airport.
The conference and exhibition will be held at
the Al Thuraya Ballroom. The gala dinner will
be hosted in a scenic view showcasing the
modern splendor of the North of Bahrain.
We are delighted to offer delegates special
guestroom rates at the ART Rotana, Amwaj
Islands. To avail the special rate, please send
your request to karen@gpca.org.ae.
Note: Rates are subject to availability at the time
of inquiry.

Why sponsor?
Sponsors
Sponsor and position your brand as a key industry player and give your
organization maximum exposure to an audience of top decision makers
by utilizing a sponsorship package at the sixth edition of GPCA Research
and Innovation Summit.
Choosing to be a sponsor at the GPCA Research and Innovation Summit
brings you the benefits of supporting a leading industry event with a track
record of attracting a high quality professional audience. Sponsorship
will reinforce your company's message, raise brand awareness, and help
your business stand out from the crowd. It will also also provide an
Packages

Status

exclusive opportunity for companies to demonstrate real leadership in
the region. In addition to gaining access to registered delegates including
CEOs, MDs, technology and product development managers, engineers,
and other senior executives, sponsors enjoy regular advertising to our
targeted industry contacts worldwide in our pre-summit promotions.
Contact the GPCA sales team at sales@gpca.org.ae to learn more about
the different types of sponsorship packages available. Bespoke packages
can be tailored to meet your specific budget and business objectives.

Lanyard

SOLD

SOLD

Leaders of Tomorrow

SOLD

Gold sponsor

SOLD

Corporate gift and branding

AVAILABLE

Silver sponsor

AVAILABLE

Conference app and mobile charging stations

AVAILABLE

Bronze

AVAILABLE

Stationery

AVAILABLE

Innovation and sustainability sponsor

AVAILABLE

Event guide/Pocket program

AVAILABLE

Branding

AVAILABLE

Platinum sponsor

Delegate bags

SOLD

Bespoke packages (on request)
All sponsors will have a complimentary stand space at the event.
Exhibition space:
Our single exhibition package includes:
• 3x2sqm exhibition stand space
• Logo branding visibility
• Invitation to all social program
• Complimentary half page advert on delegate book
• Complimentary registration for one delegate and one exhibitor pass
To upgrade your exhibitor pass to a conference pass, the cost is:
• GPCA member: 630 USD
• Non-GPCA member: 787.50 USD

Package

Members

Non members

Single space

$3,150

$4,200

To find out more about the sponsorship and exhibition opportunities at
GPCA events, please contact:
Fiza Khan
Email: Fiza@gpca.org.ae
Tel no: +971 4 451 0666 ext. 122

Register now!
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+971 4 451 0666 ext. 122/ 125

REGISTRATION FORM
Please complete this form and send back to
registration@gpca.org.ae or contact
Karen Tiosan at Tel : +971 4 451 0666 ext. 125

Registration fee
Type

Standard rate

GPCA members

$1,155

Non-GPCA members

$1,470

Academia

$420

Combined GPCA member rate

$2,100

Combined Non-GPCA member rate

$2,730
*Registration fees are inclusive of 5% VAT

Delegate details
Title�����������������������������������������������������������������������������

First name�������������������������������������������������������������������

Last name�������������������������������������������������������������������

Job title�����������������������������������������������������������������������

Company��������������������������������������������������������������������

Country�����������������������������������������������������������������������

Email���������������������������������������������������������������������������

Telephone�������������������������������������������������������������������

Mobile�������������������������������������������������������������������������

Postal address�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Fax������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Company category
o Producers

o Consultants

o Traders

o Suppliers

o Engineering, Procurement & Construction (EPC)

o Academics/Students

o Technology providers

o Other���������������������������������������������������������������������

Booking details
Number of passes������������������������������������������������������

Booking rate���������������������������������������������������������������

Total amount���������������������������������������������������������������

Payment method
Invoice my company
Bank details
Account Name:

Gulf Petrochemicals and
Chemical Association

Bank:

Mashreq Bank

A/C (USD)#:

0104-48-47064-5

IBAN#

AE290330000010448470645

SWIFT Code:

BOMLAEAD

Address:

Riqqa Branch, Deira, P.O. Box
5511, Dubai, UAE

Terms and Conditions
1. Registration can only be confirmed upon receipt of payment or proof of payment.
2. Please transfer the full invoice amount. All bank charges are to be borne by the sender.
3. For any cancellation, please notify us within 7 days from the receipt of the invoice. Any cancellation made
after 7 days shall not be accepted hence the invoice has to be settled.
4. Any registration cancellation must be notified in writing. Telephone cancellations will not be accepted.
5. A delegate who is not able to attend the conference for whatever reason, has the right to nominate another
person to take part in the conference on his / her behalf at no extra cost.

Authorized signature

